
 

3rd September 2021 

 

Dear Parents  

Coronavirus updates for the start of the autumn term 
 
I hope you are well and that you and your sons are looking forward to the start 
of the new school year next week. 

Miss White at the Junior School and Messrs Hallam and Newman at the Senior 
School have already sent you details of arrangements and routines for the start 
of the new term. 

The main purpose of this letter (apologies for its length) is to update you on 
changes to the coronavirus protective measures that will be in place in school 
from the start of the autumn term.  Further information is available on our 
website in the form of a detailed risk assessment and a contingency plan in the 
event that it became necessary to reinstate or put additional protective 
measures in place.  There is also further guidance for parents about schools 
during coronavirus on the gov.uk website. 

Naturally, our aim remains to provide a safe environment for all members of 
the school community although we are also pleased that many of the 
restrictions required of schools last term have been lifted, relaxed or adapted 
which, in turn, should allow boys to enjoy a much more ‘normal’ and enjoyable 
school experience. 

It is no longer necessary for schools to: 

• Keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’) 

• Undertake contact tracing – see further information below 

• Implement social distancing measures 

• Advise that face coverings are worn either in classrooms or communal 
areas. 

 
However, all boys and staff who chose to wear face coverings in school should 
feel comfortable doing so and we will continue to advise that face coverings 
are worn by boys and staff when using school (coaches and minibuses on 
trips and to fixtures) transport as well as when travelling on public transport 
to and from school. 
 
Of course, coronavirus hasn’t gone away.  We will continue to monitor the 
situation and a number of important preventative measures remain in place 
including: 
  

https://newcastleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/RAMF-210901.pdf
https://newcastleschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OMP-210901.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
 
 
 

• Promoting good hygiene – particularly hand and respiratory - for 
everyone 

• Enhanced cleaning regimes as in previous terms 

• Keeping occupied spaces in school well ventilated 

• Following public health guidance on testing, self-isolation and the 
management of confirmed coronavirus cases 

 
Whilst acknowledging as personal choices, the School is also encouraging: 
 

• All eligible students to receive coronavirus vaccinations.  Those aged 16 
or over can find a walk-in vaccination site via this link.  We await a 
definitive government announcement on vaccination for all 12 to 15 year 
olds. 
 

• Continued participation in asymptomatic testing for our senior boys – 
onsite ahead of the start term as published - and twice weekly at home 
throughout September.  As previously, senior boys will be provided with 
testing kits by the School and we ask that you continue to inform the 
School and NHS Test and Trace of test results 

 
We recognise how difficult the past 18 months have been and the sacrifices 
that all families have had to make. This has been an enormously challenging 
time for everyone and we would like to take the opportunity to thank you for 
everything you have done. 

As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 

Kind regards 

Yours sincerely 

 

David Tickner 
Headmaster 
 
  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xyEpEncrvk2Zt7qCX6Q6fEKY9wdD_r9Pruqti0VUtDdUQkhRQ0dDMVUyVU4xT01DOUZHMDJCQjJaVS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xyEpEncrvk2Zt7qCX6Q6fEKY9wdD_r9Pruqti0VUtDdUQkhRQ0dDMVUyVU4xT01DOUZHMDJCQjJaVS4u
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


Changes in contact tracing arrangements for schools 

One of the key changes that took place from 19th July was that education and 
childcare settings are no longer asked to conduct routine contact tracing.  As 
with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with 
either the positive case – or in the case of children – the parents, carers or 
guardian of the positive case to identify close contacts.  

NHS Test and Trace already manages the contact tracing process for the rest of 
society – including children who have recorded a positive PCR test – and has 
expertise in supporting people to identify close contacts.  

This letter sets out in more detail below how that process will work and what 
you need to do if your child tests positive for coronavirus. 

Self-isolating and taking a test 

1. If your child has symptoms, they should self-isolate – and you should 
inform the School as soon as possible. You should immediately order a 
PCR test for them.  If the PCR result is negative, they and any other 
members of their household can stop self-isolating (unless instructed to 
self-isolate for other reasons). If the PCR result is positive, your child 
must self-isolate until 10 days after the onset of symptoms. 
 

2. If your child has a positive result from a lateral flow device (LFD) 
test, they should self-isolate and you should inform the School as 
soon as possible.  You should immediately order a confirmatory PCR 
test.  If the confirmatory test is taken within two days and the result is 
negative, they and any other members of their household can stop self-
isolating (unless instructed to self-isolate for other reasons).  If the 
confirmatory PCR test is positive (or is taken more than two days 
after the LFD), your child must self-isolate until 10 days after the LFD 
test. 

 
3. PCR tests can be booked online through the NHS Test & Trace website or 

by calling 119.  

4. PCR test results will be recorded with NHS Test and Trace automatically, 
but during term time, you should also communicate the result to the 
School as soon as possible. 

Contact tracing 

5. If your child gets a positive PCR test result, NHS Test and Trace will 
contact you, using the details you registered when ordering the PCR 
test. You and/or your child will be asked a series of specific questions 
designed to identify who your child has been in close contact with. Being 
in school with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus will not 
necessarily mean a person is identified as a close contact.  

 
6. You will be asked to provide the contact details, if you know them, of 

any of the individuals – or their parents or guardians – who have been 
identified as close contacts. NHS Test and Trace will then get in touch 
with these close contacts and provide appropriate instructions or advice 
(see below). 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/


 
Self-isolation and/or testing of close contacts 

 
7. Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same 

household as someone with coronavirus, or are a close contact of 
someone with coronavirus, and any of the following apply: 
 

• they are fully vaccinated 
• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months – see below 
• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved 

coronavirus vaccine trial 
• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they 
have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take 
a PCR test.  We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if 
advised to do so. 

8. From 16th August, if the close contact is under 18, they will not have 
to self-isolate (in line with the policy for fully vaccinated adults) but 
will be asked to take an PCR test immediately, other than for very 
young children identified as non-household contacts, and they will not 
need to self-isolate while awaiting the results of the test. If the PCR test 
is positive, they will be required to self-isolate for 10 days from the date 
of the test.  NHS Test and Trace will then get in touch to identify close 
contacts (see points 5 and 6 above).  

 

September 2021 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

