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14th January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Summer examinations 2021 
 
I am writing this to parents of all boys in Years 11, 12 and 13 on the eve of the 
publication of OFQUAL’s consultation on alternative arrangements for this 
summer’s GCSE, A level and some other exams following their recent cancellation.   
 
The first important point to acknowledge is that this is clearly a difficult and 
uncertain situation for everybody – not least the students whose qualifications rest 
on these assessments. 
 
You may therefore wish to share and discuss this communication with your son.  It 
contains messages that have already been delivered to them by me in recent 
online assemblies as well as, I am sure, by their teachers during the course of 
recent lessons and communication also online.  
 
Current uncertainty is exacerbated further by some apparent inconsistencies in 
the position of different qualifications as, for example, we have seen recently 
around vocational qualifications such as our CTEC and applied courses. 
 
At this stage, my key messages for our boys are: 
 

1. It is extremely important that they continue to engage fully with their 
studies and aim to provide their teachers with the very highest possible 
standards of work. This is even more important now that A level and GCSE 
exams have been cancelled and we await further detail of how students will 
be assessed and grades awarded. 
 

2. This is not the same situation as last year.  Although some examinations 
have been cancelled, this has been done at a significantly earlier stage than 
last year.  When last summer’s examinations were cancelled at the end of 
March 2020, students whose courses had not hitherto been disrupted largely 
had their fates sealed at that point.  Despite the subsequent mess that was 
made by the government and OFQUAL in determining final grades, 
ultimately and without wishing to detract from any of those cohorts’ 
achievements, in many cases, they were perhaps rather generously served 
by the eventual outcomes.  We suspect events may play out differently this 
year, particularly given the difference in timing and the lessons that it may 
be hoped will have been learnt by the government and OFQUAL. 
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There has been a considerable amount of, often unhelpful, speculation in the 
media recently following the cancellation of A level and GCSE examinations.  What 
we are currently anticipating has been gleaned from this week’s exchange of 
letters between the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, and Simon 
Lebus, Chief Regulator at OFQUAL: 
 

• GCSE and A level grades are likely to be based on teacher assessment.  The 
form this assessment will take is not yet clear.  That will emerge following 
the consultation but the possibility of providing externally set tasks or 
papers in order that teachers can draw on this resource to support their 
assessment has been raised.  It is also likely to require a breadth of 
evidence to inform any teacher judgements.  It is really important that 
pupils are not complacent and presume that supportive teachers will just 
be able to award them predicted grades or grades that they otherwise need 
or feel they may deserve. 

 

• As last year, there will be quality assurance requirements placed on schools 
and this will in some cases extend to external checks by awarding bodies. 
Thankfully, it appears there will be no algorithm to set or automatically 
standardise grades.   
 

• It has also been signalled that there will be further clarity in relation to 
vocational qualifications to bring them in line as far as possible with A 
levels and GCSEs, but these may not be treated identically.  They weren’t 
entirely last year.   

 

• Similarly, as it stands, IGCSE exams are set to go ahead and so students in 
Year 11 must continue to prepare to sit their Maths exams this summer.  

 
We acknowledge that the current uncertainty may cause boys to be demotivated 
and/or to become anxious.  However, it remains vitally important – both in terms 
of achieving the best possible grades and preparing themselves for the next 
stage(s) of their education – that they continue to engage in their studies as fully 
and effectively as possible. It really is all still to play for.  We will also continue 
to promote these messages to the boys and I know that you will already be 
reinforcing them at home.   
 
It had been our intention to hold mock A level and GCSE exams from Monday 22nd 
February, the first week after February half term.  It is not yet clear the extent to 
which schools will or won’t be able have pupils on site at that time.  Those exams 
will therefore be deferred but it is likely that some important internal 
assessments will be set for the boys either during the second half of this term 
and/or during the summer term.  As the picture becomes clearer, we will tailor 
these assessments to support the boys’ continued progress and to make them as fit 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
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for purpose as we can.  Within the context of a rapidly evolving situation, we will 
give the boys and parents as much notice of them as we can. It is possible that 
these assessments could carry quite a significant threshold of evidence in the 
awarding of grades. 
 
I hope that this communication gives some boys and parents some direction and a 
little clarity – perhaps even reassurance - in the current situation. Naturally, we 
will keep you informed in the coming weeks and months. 
 
We would encourage parents – and pupils – if they wish to respond to OFQUAL’s 
imminent consultation and will share with you details of how you may do this.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns in the meantime, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 
 
With all best wishes 
 
 
 
 
David Tickner 
Headmaster 
 
 


