
 

 

Infants and Early Years North Avenue, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4DT 
Junior School West Avenue, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4ES 
Senior School The Grove, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 1NH 
 

Tel: (0191) 255 9300 
Email: enquiries@newcastleschool.co.uk 
www.newcastleschool.co.uk 
 

 
31st December 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Parents  

  

I hope you, your families and loved ones are all safe and well and have been able to enjoy 

the holidays.  

  

Following my letter of 18th December and yesterday’s announcements by the Secretary of 

State and the Department for Education, I am writing to update you on the 

arrangements for the first few weeks of term starting next week.  

  

It remains very important that boys who experience coronavirus symptoms and/or who 

are otherwise required to isolate must not attend school and that parents inform the 

School of these circumstances as soon as possible.  

  

Following our region’s move to Tier 4 restrictions and the increase in cases nationally, 

the new strain of coronavirus and its increased likelihood of transmission, it remains 

vitally important that all existing protective measures continue to be followed in 

school.  This includes the School’s local arrangements for arrival and departure on all 

sites as well as social distancing, frequent hand washing and good respiratory 

hygiene.  The start of the new term and the return to school should be used as an 

opportunity to renew focus in these areas.  

  

A reminder please that boys should return to school this term in full school uniform as per 

my letter sent to parents on 4th December.  

  

Week commencing Monday 4th January – Week 1 (Senior School timetable Week A)  

  

We have taken the decision to postpone the Year 6 transition day that had been 

organised to take place next Monday 4th January.  We are sorry for any inconvenience this 

may cause families and will communicate a new date for this important event for the 

boys in due course.  It is not ‘essential’ that this event takes place at this time.  Given the 

lateness of yesterday’s announcements for schools, there is also a certain amount of 

work to be done at short notice for staff to prepare to teach all Senior School year groups 

remotely from next Tuesday.    

  

From Tuesday 5th January – start of term  

  

All Junior School year groups will attend school from the start of term ‘as normal’ to 

receive a full curriculum.  All protective measures in place at the end of the autumn term 

remain in place for boys and staff.  
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During the first week of term (Week A on the Senior School timetable), teaching and 

learning will be provided remotely for ALL Senior School classes and year groups.  It is 

not expected that every lesson will be ‘live’ although all boys should 

receive the equivalent levels of activity and content and follow the timetable that they 

would have had in school during this week.  I have suggested to staff that where it is 

beneficial to do so, they may wish to focus the majority of their live lessons on ‘exam year 

groups’: Years 11, 13 and 12 (for classes facing CTEC and applied exams this 

term/academic year).  

  

The only boys attending the Senior School during this first week of the term will be 

those deemed ‘vulnerable’ and/or the sons of parents whose work is critical to the 

coronavirus response (see below).  Arrangements for this were initiated in my letter sent 

to parents on 18th December and are therefore reasonably well advanced.  Thank you to 

parents who have already been in contact to make these arrangements.  

  

‘Vulnerable’ boys include those with education, health and care (EHC) plans or otherwise 

deemed vulnerable.  Mr Newman has kindly already been in contact with the families 

whose sons we believe fall into these categories.  If your son does not have an EHC plan 

but you believe he is otherwise vulnerable and would like his attendance at the Senior 

School under these arrangements between Tuesday 5th and Friday 15th January to be 

considered, please can you contact Mr Newman via anewman@newcastleschool.co.uk as 

soon as possible.    

  

The government defines critical workers in this context as parents whose work is critical 

to the coronavirus (COVID-19) response including those who work in health and social care 

and in other key sectors.   The School is very happy to support parents whose work meets 

these definitions and ask that only parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) response send their sons to the Senior School between Tuesday 5th and 

Friday 15th January under these arrangements and that, as previously, if they intend to do 

so, they notify Mr Hallam as soon as possible via ghallam@newcastleschool.co.uk.    

  

Further detail on ‘vulnerable’ children and critical workers is available here.   

  

Week commencing Monday 11th January – Week 2 (Senior School timetable Week B)  

  

Years 11 and 13 only will attend school full-time from Monday 11th January.  Boys in Year 

12 will attend part-time for lessons only in subjects where they are sitting CTEC and 

applied exams this term/academic year.  Exams in those subjects scheduled to take place 

in the January series are expected to go ahead.  

  

All other Senior School year groups and classes will continue to receive remote teaching 

and learning as above.  
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Week commencing Monday 18th January – Week 3 (Senior School timetable Week A)  

  

All year groups will return to the Senior School from Monday 18th January.  

  

  

In order to keep this communication as brief, clear and focussed as possible at this time, I 

have not included any further details of our arrangements for the introduction of 

asymptomatic lateral flow testing.  We have been working over the holidays to 

understand how this will be implemented. We await the delivery of testing 

equipment and further information from the government. We hope to be able to provide 

further information about this next week - particularly for parents of boys in Years 11 and 

13 who may be invited to come into school for testing ahead of their scheduled return 

to school on Monday 11th January.   

  

The school offices open again next Monday 4th January.  Please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch if you have any questions.  

  

With grateful thanks for your continued support of the School and all best wishes for 2021  

  
David Tickner 
Headmaster 
 
 


